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Check out our new website at:  www.countryclublawnandtree.com  

 

Did you know  that Country Club Lawn 

and Tree Specialists offer a full Tree and 

Shrub Program  to meet your needs?  
 
Having one company care for 
your trees, shrubs, and lawn is 
more than just a convenience for 
you.  It can also greatly benefit 
your landscape.  Our tree and 
shrub program is designed for 
the Metro East area.   
 
We welcome the opportunity to 
review your landscape and show 
you how the Country Club Tree 
and Shrub Program will benefit 
your landscape. 

 

 

Hot  Topic  2010 . 
 
Many of you may have noticed a decline 
on ornamental Pears this past year.  A 
bacterial infection known as Fire Blight 
has been sweeping thru the area over 
the past two years.   
 
Normally only Crab Apples are affected.  
However, any plant in the Rosacea 
family can be infected.  Due to the over 
use of Pears in Home Landscape, the 
disease is able to spread rapidly.  
Fungicides may provide some help but 
control is very difficult. 
 
 

 

Country Club Tree and Shrub Program Information . 

 
Keep in mind that the summary below is a brief outline of what each application is designed around.  Program changes can be made to ensure that we meet 
the demands of what might be happening in your landscape. 
 
Horticultural Oil 
This treatment controls dormant and overwintering insects.  Horticultural oil is an excellent treatment for controlling insect infestations before they have a 
chance to begin.  This application is the first step to controlling Spider Mites, Lace Bugs and White Fly Larvae which can cause severe damage.  Other target 
pests include Apple Aphids, Leaf Miners and Scale insects. 
 
Insect & Disease Spray #1 
Timing is critical to effectively control insects and diseases found in trees and shrubs.  Insect population growth and disease activities are both temperature 
dependent.  As a result, we have found the best results in controlling their presence through a vigilant program of monitoring throughout the season.  We 
have devised three applications to prevent expensive damage to ornamentals.  This first application targets the following pests: Lace Bugs, European Tent 
Caterpillar, Mites, Tent Caterpillars, Aphids, Leaf Miners and Scale insects. 
 
Insect & Disease Spray #2 
Due to the vast amount of insect species and the impossibility of predicting when natural conditions will call them to activity, it is imperative that we 
consistently provide inspection and control measures.  The frequency and timing of inspections are uniquely suited to the plant material, environmental 
conditions, and the potential for infestations of your property and are designed to intercede before any significant damage is caused.  Common pests found 
and treated during this second application include Bagworms, Japanese Beetles, Spider Mites, and a variety of Scale insects. 
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Tree and Shrub Information conté 

 
Insect & Disease Spray #3 
During this application period, careful scouting and applications are necessary to ensure that infestations are not allowed to get out of control.   We 
commonly treat for Fall Webworm, Spider Mites, Japanese Beetles and any remaining Bagworms. 
 
Fertilization (Deep Root) 
A root fertilizer is injected into the root zone approximately 10-12 inches below the surface.  A granular slow release fertilizer will be applied to smaller 
landscape as needed.   This application is the most important treatment before winter because it provides vital nutrients to help sustain trees and shrubs 
through the winter. 

New Tree Planting . 

Think of the tree you just purchased as a lifetime investment.   How well your tree, and investment, 
grows depends on the type of tree and location you select for planting.  The care you provide when the 
tree is planted, and follow up care is critical.  For additional information please visits:  www.isa-arbor.com 

 
1. Identify the trunk flare. 
2. Remove tree container and/or burlap from root ball. 
3. Place the tree at the proper height and straighten the tree in the hole. 
4. Fill the hole gently but firmly. 
5. Mulch the base of the tree. 
6. Provide follow-up care. 

 

Beetles !  B eetles !  B eetles !  

 

Japanese Beetles will begin to arrive around July 4th.  Insect control in place within the leaf 
tissue of your most prone plants will help.   
 
Remember, we can only work to reduce foliar damage.  We cannot eradicate beetles from 
your property.  Beetles are strongly attracted to Lindens, Plums, Cherry, Rose, Crepe Myrtle 
and other plants.   Please note that "Beetle Bags" do not work! PLEASE DO NOT USE THEM.   
They will attract them all to your landscape, which you do not need!   
 
Applying Grub Control will not eliminate Japanese Beatles on your property.   Japanese 
Beetles  seem to favor mature leaves rather than new growth and prefer upper level leaves with sunshine. 
 

 

Spring Lawn Care: Do N ot  Bag It . 

 
Spring is the time for establishing your lawn.  It is also the time for establishing your patterns of lawn care.  To benefit your lawn 
and the environment, start your spring lawn care with the attitude, "don't bag it."  Clippings are nutritious! 
 
Grass clippings contain valuable nutrients that can generate up to 25 percent of a lawn's total fertilizer needs.  One hundred 
pounds of grass clippings can generate and return to the soil as much as 3 to 4 pounds of nitrogen, 1 pound of phosphorus and 2 
to 3 pounds of potassium.  These are the most important nutrients needed by lawns and commonly supplied in lawn fertilizers. 
 
Some people worry that grass clippings contribute to thatch--an organic debris layer between the soil and live grass.  Thatch can 
reduce water and fertilizer absorption into the soil and make a lawn easily damaged by drought and other stress conditions if it becomes thicker than a half 
an inch.  However, grass clippings do not increase the thatch layer--they are 75 percent to 80 percent water and decompose rapidly. 

 

Mow High, Mow O ften.  

 
The key to not bagging grass clippings is to set the mower high--appropriate to the type of grass--and to mow often.  Higher mowing heights favor deeper 
and more plentiful roots.  Frequent mowing should be done, so the grass to be cut is not more than one-third of the total leaf area.  In the spring, time 
between cuttings may be every four days.  Luckily, that usually decreases to as little as every two weeks by August. 
 
Because mowing is determined by grass height, there is often a need for slightly more frequent mowings during growth seasons when using the "don't bag 
it" approach. 
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Staying A Step Ahead of Fungus Disease.  

  
ALL lawns are susceptible to fungus disease.  The fungi that cause them are microscopic, thread-like organisms that move around via air or water borne 
spores.  These spores are all around us, and they produce new infection whenever environmental factors such as temperature, moisture, light, nutriments, 
and stress levels favor disease development. 
  
Spring is an especially vulnerable time, since many fungus diseases are able to spread quickly in cool, moist weather.  Not all fungus diseases are fatal, but 
they can definitely detract from your lawn's appearance while reducing its overall health.  Some of the more common fungus diseases seen in the spring 
include now mold, slime mold, leaf spot, brown patch, and dollar spot.  Symptoms can range from simple spots on grass blades to discolored patches of turf 
to completely dead areas.  Fungicides can suppress these diseases, but for lasting control, it is 
important to build a healthy lawn that is able to fight them off.  Proper watering, mowing, 
fertilization, and aeration practices will get this done! 
  
If you suspect that anytime throughout the year your lawn is suffering from fungus disease,  
Please contact your office as soon as possible to determine an effective course of treatment.  
 
EXAMPLE OF BROWN PATCH 
SEASON: Mid- to late summer.  
APPEARANCE: Large, irregular circular areas, up to several feet in diameter, occur throughout 
the lawn.  The patches usually have a brownish to gray discoloration with a water-soaked 
appearance around the edges. Normally, only the leaves and stems are attacked.  
FAVORABLE CONDITIONS: High temperatures (75º to 95º F), heavy or dense thatch, high 
humidity, lush or weak growth from over fertilizing, and excessive moisture create perfect  
conditions for this disease to thrive in. 
 

 

Best Practices for Watering You Lawn:  

  
Always try to water your lawn in the early morning.  By early morning, I am referring to around 5 
a.m. and wrapping up no later than 9am.  This is the BEST time for watering, bar none.  
 
Early morning watering is best due to: 

1.  Low rate of evaporation. 
2. Low winds that can blow your lawn dry. 
3. High humidity and morning dew that adds to the moisture. 

 
Early morning watering helps to prevent lawn diseases that can be caused by watering at night 
because it gives your lawn time to dry by nightfall.  Obviously, this can be best accomplished with a sprinkler system, unless you just cannot sleep, especially 
during the summer months. 
  
Recommended water times: 
Sprinkler Systems:     3 times per week (Mon/Wed/Fri) 30 minutes per zone, (May - June) increasing in June/July to at least 45 min per zone.  During times of 
higher temperatures, increase to 4 times per week. 
 

Fall Core A eration  

Lawn aeration is the secret weapon in making your lawn healthy. Aeration involves making holes 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴ ōȅ άŎƻǊƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊacting a plug of soil. By aerating a lawn the following benefits are 
received: 

 hȄȅƎŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ άōǊŜŀǘƘŜέ 

 Organic fertilizers and nutrients get access to the root system 

 Water is able to better soak the soil and reach the root system 

 Thatch is broken up 

 Tight, compacted soil is loosened up allowing the root system to grow 

 

What To Expect 
Immediately after aeration, your lawn will be dotted with small plugs pulled from the soil. Within a week or two, these small plugs of thatch and soil break 
apart and disappear into the lawn. About 7 to 10 days after aeration, the aerification holes will be filled with white, actively growing roots. These roots are a 
sign that the turfgrass is responding to additional oxygen, moisture and nutrients in the soil from the aeration process. On compacted soils and on lawns 
with slopes, you should see an immediate difference in water puddling and runoff after irrigation or rainfall. After aeration, your lawn should be able to go 
longer between waterings, without showing signs of wilt. With repeat aerations over time, your lawn will show enhanced heat and drought stress tolerance. 
Don't expect miracles from a single aeration, particularly on lawns growing on extremely poor soils. Most lawns benefit from annual aeration. Lawns that 
receive this care will be healthier, more vigorous, easier to maintain and have fewer pest problems than lawns that are neglected.    Call to schedule your fall  
aeration today! 
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Current Lawn C are Customer Special Offer!  

With the start of a new Tree & Shrub Application Program, 
                      save $20.00 on your first application! 

                    

         Contact us today!                          

                                          

 
Matt Brooks, Owner, and Professional Member of ISA will help you preserve the health and enhance  

the beauty of your landscape investment with a complete tree care analysis. 
 

New Cu stomer Referral Discount  
  

$20.00 given to each                           
our existing customers  

and new customers that begin 
service anytime throughout 

the year! 

 

Become a FACEBOOK fan of 
Country Club Lawn and Tree Specialists, Inc.  


